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Speaking Swiss: Languages and Venues in Foursquare 

21,780 comments – 8,748 users – 53 languages

Data Summary

Research Objectives

1. Examine multiculturalism through the lens of language 
use in Switzerland.
2. Compare basic patterns of language usage across cantons 
with traditional census data.
3. Extract basic content trends via topic models.

Spatial Distribution of Language Usage

Relative rankings of marginally spoken languages in different cantons, 
as per national census, completely matches with Foursquare

Each dot denotes a comment, with color depicting its 
language. Language border is visible across different 
language-speaking cantons.

Relative popularity of national languages acoss all cantons 
in Switzerland as per 2000 census, along with the 
comparison with our dataset.

Topical Analysis

Spatial  distribution  of  topics  captures  region's  multicultural idiosyncrasies

Foursquare

3 billion checkins, 30 million users
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Topic 1 - Transport
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Topic 7 - Fast Food
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Topic 3 - Italian Cuisine

Venues and Languages

Language use across cantons, with the official 
language for each canton shown in brackets

Users Multilingualism

Clear  evidence  of  multilingualism  with  
English  as  the  dominant language of choice

Quelle: Eidgenössische Volkszählung 2000, BFS
Source: Recensement fédéral de la population 2000, OFS
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Landessprachen in den Kantonen, 2000
Langues nationales parlées dans les cantons, en 2000
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